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MEMBERS’ STATEMENTS — END OF PARLIAMENTARY YEAR 

Statement by President 

THE PRESIDENT (Hon Barry House): Members, by arrangement, and after discussions with the Leader of 
the House and the Leader of the Opposition, because these members’ statements are going to be the last of the 
parliamentary sitting year, it was agreed that I will rise first to make some general comments and a range of 
thankyous and Christmas greetings, and then other party leaders and members will then be free to make some 
remarks without feeling that they need to name people I have already mentioned on behalf of all members. 

May I start by acknowledging that this is a place where we see some highs and some lows. The lowlight this year 
certainly started for us when we were shocked in February by the sudden untimely death of our colleague Hon 
Jock Ferguson. Much was said at the time about Jock’s character, sense of humour and contribution to the state 
and to this house. Suffice now for me to mention that Jock has been missed this year, but I am sure he would 
approve of the way that his successor, Hon Linda Savage, has adopted and contributed to this chamber. 

Looking back over the year, the highlight was undoubtedly the opening of our refurbished Legislative Council 
chamber on 19 April by the Governor, Dr Ken Michael, AC. This was our first major upgrade since 1904. After 
about eight months of operation, with a couple of minor issues, I think we can give it a tick of approval from a 
functional point of view. In terms of its ceremonial functions and appearance, I think the chamber is outstanding. 
It has certainly evoked favourable views and comments from all and sundry that I have come into contact with. 
Last year, as members recall, we were actually finishing up the year in the Legislative Assembly chamber while 
the refurbishment of this chamber began. We made our comments in that chamber with some nostalgia for the 
old chamber that we had just left, and I guess with our fingers crossed to some extent that the new refurbishment 
would meet our requirements and meet our expectations. Looking back now, I think one year hence, we should 
not have feared for the future because I believe that we have got an excellent result with our refurbishment.  

May I acknowledge and thank all members, for a start, and all staff connected with the Legislative Council. 
Thanks to the government bench members led by the Leader of the House, Hon Norman Moore, who has vast 
experience in this role and takes his role as the Leader of the House managing business very conscientiously and 
does it very effectively. Thanks to all of the four other ministers in this house who have contributed certainly to 
the government’s business, and on that note may I especially acknowledge Hon Donna Faragher, who, as we 
know, resigned from her ministry just a couple of days ago to concentrate on her growing family responsibilities. 
That was a brave decision, and it is a decision that I think we all admire. I am aware that a sweep is being 
organised around the chamber. It is operating on the gender, the weight, and the time of birth of Donna’s baby in 
the next few weeks. But I am sure that all members and staff in the Legislative Council will join me in wishing 
Donna and her husband Scott and the baby well into the future. It is a condition that must be catching actually, 
because staff associated with the Legislative Council are also expecting babies: Kelly Alcock, whom you all 
know; Lisa Peterson from the committee office; and also Kelly Clausen from Hansard are all expecting babies 
within the next two months. We congratulate all of those ladies and wish them well. 

To the three parliamentary secretaries who conduct business on behalf of ministers in the other place, thank you 
and congratulations on the way that you have gone about your business this year. To Hon Wendy Duncan and 
the National Party members, as part of the government alliance with the Liberal Party, congratulations and thank 
you on the way you have conducted your business. To the opposition benches, led very capably by Hon Sue 
Ellery and her deputy Hon Kate Doust, and to the Greens (WA) party led by Hon Giz Watson—although I know 
you do not have a dedicated leader, nominally we acknowledge Hon Giz Watson as your leader—you once again 
put in an enormous effort and contribution to what this chamber and Parliament are all about. While we are 
talking about Hon Giz Watson, might we also wish her well, because she has some health issues and has missed 
a couple of weeks. Congratulations to all members on the benches on my left. 

May I thank the Chairman of Committees Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm, who has settled into the role of Deputy 
President and Chairman of Committees extremely well this year. He is carrying a rather large workload because 
we know that many bills have spent quite a significant time in the Committee of the Whole throughout this year. 
May I also add my thanks to the five Deputy Chairmen, who have backed up Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm and me 
in that role throughout the year. 

For other aspects of the chamber operations and the department of the Legislative Council, to the Clerk of the 
Legislative Council, Malcolm Peacock, may I thank Malcolm for his work throughout the year and wish him 
well, because, as we know, Malcolm is still recuperating from injuries suffered in a car accident a few months 
ago. We wish him well for a full recovery over the summer recess and look forward to his return next year. I 
thank the other table staff, Nigel Lake, who is the Acting Clerk, and Donald Allison and Paul Grant in particular; 
to Chris Hunt, the Usher of the Black Rod; to the chamber staff, Peter Gale, Brian Conn, Grant Hitchcock, Lisa 
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Parrella—who we also wish well with some health issues at the moment—and Glenn Whitting, of course, who 
left us just recently to change employment. May I also add to that group Vicki Patterson, who has joined us from 
other parts of the parliamentary operations, and Hannah Gough, who is not in the chamber, but has taken 
different roles throughout the chamber. 

May I make a special mention of Nigel Lake, as the Acting Clerk in the past few months. I believe that in 
Malcolm Peacock’s absence, Nigel and his staff have risen to the challenge superbly. Their communication, 
commitment and willingness to put in a little bit extra for the past few months have been outstanding from my 
perspective. I am sure it is appreciated by all members.  

Now to other parts of Legislative Council operations; firstly, the committees. The committees have operated 
under difficult circumstances through parts of this year with some difficult inquiries, and they have also operated 
taking the brunt of the financial constraints within the Legislative Council—I hope that they are resolved very 
soon—and I thank everybody involved with the committees in that respect. I thank all of the people involved 
from the committee chairs, who have taken on extra responsibilities, as that part of the role is a very important 
part of the scrutiny and accountability that is applied to this chamber. I will make special mention here of Jan 
Paniperis, who we know is retiring. Jan’s position has been taken by David Driscoll, whom we all know—
congratulations to David. A smooth handover is being conducted at this moment. Can we especially wish Jan all 
the very best in her retirement. She is far too young and active to retire, really, but I am sure that she will enjoy a 
few trips to the Greek islands in the future.  

In administrative services, I have mentioned Kelly Alcock, and I also mention Corinne Briant, who is Malcolm 
Peacock’s executive assistant. Corinne also doubles up with other responsibilities around the place and certainly 
helps me out from time to time, and other members. To my right and to my left, Lorraine Coogan and Andrew 
Gardos, I want to express my thanks and best wishes. We all especially admire and like what Andrew Gardos 
brings to the Legislative Council at afternoon teatime each day. The parliamentary officers assisting the 
government, who have been doing this role for quite sometime, Tina Beale and Janice Shaw, do that in a very 
unobtrusive but outstanding way.  

I will make some mention as well of other aspects of Parliament House that I administer jointly with the 
Speaker. The Parliamentary Services Department, headed by Russell Bremner and Rob Hunter, do a lot of work 
around the place in terms of the buildings and other functions that are associated with the smooth running of 
Parliament. Catering, of course, is very close to our hearts and our stomachs, and we particularly want to thank 
Enno Schijf, Mark Gabrielli and all of the dining room staff, and the bar staff, Deb and Anthony. And can I also 
add in there all of the staff in the kitchen. George Webb is the head chef, Mark Bore is the sous chef, and there is 
a team of chefs who operate with them, and they do an outstanding job under pressure a lot of time getting a lot 
of meals out in a very short time.  

In security, this year we saw the retirement of Ken Craig as well. It is a year for babies and retirements it seems. 
Ken Craig was a friend and confidante to all of us. We wish Ken all the very best for his future. He is certainly 
well liked and respected throughout Parliament. I thank all of the people involved in the security of Parliament 
House, but I make a special mention of Neill Dorset, who has been the acting security manager for the past few 
months. Neill has done a great job and we certainly appreciate his role.  

Hansard, of course, is vital to the institution. To Belinda Corey and her staff: we thank you and acknowledge 
your great contribution to the Parliament. Can I make a special mention of Keith Jackman. Keith Jackman has 
worked in the WA Parliament as a Hansard reporter since 1994—for 16 years. He came to Western Australia 
after a long career in reporting in the United Kingdom, including working for the House of Commons 
committees. Keith plans to spend his retirement—another retirement—in France, no doubt enjoying some of the 
finer things in life. We wish you well, Keith, and thank you very much for your contribution to the Parliament.  

The library resource facilities are used by members extensively and I know all members find the staff very 
efficient and friendly. Judy Ballantyne, in particular, has taken on another role for the past couple of years, 
largely unseen, and its title is objective administrator. Judy was the project manager for objective 
implementation for the whole of Parliament, with the last department finalised earlier this year. Judy has done 
that job extremely well and will continue in that role as objective administrator. So, thank you very much, Judy 
and all of the library staff.  

Dawn Timmerman and her staff in the finance section were acknowledged by receiving the Auditor General’s 
accolades about a month ago during an Auditor General’s report when the methods of financial accountability 
adopted in all three departments—Legislative Council, Legislative Assembly, and Parliamentary Services 
Department—were acknowledged as being some of the best financially managed in the state.  

In IT services, I thank John Buchanan and his staff very much. The staff make sense of the complexities of 
information technology and they deal with members who have an extremely wide range of backgrounds and 
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experience, some of whom are very switched on techno kids and others battle to operate a remote control for a 
television. The IT staff in this institution do a great job in trying to provide those services. I know there have 
been some frustrations this year in certain aspects of that service, and with changes mooted for early next year 
we are working hard to overcome some of those difficulties and to provide improvements where they are 
required.  

The education office is administered under the Legislative Assembly banner, but I would like to mention it here 
in my chamber because the staff provide a really valuable extension service to the Parliament as a whole. Jane 
Gray was another of our retirees this year, and we thank Jane for her contribution and wish her well. I 
congratulate James Sollis, who has taken over heading up that unit, and the other staff. In building services, I 
mention Graham McDonald and Dan Cochrane especially for their work during the refurbishment of this 
chamber. I will add another name to that—Peter Pascoe—and make a special mention of Peter. Peter is a friend 
to all of us. He has been in this Parliament for a long time. At the moment Peter has some health issues and we 
certainly wish Peter well in dealing with those issues and hope to see him back with us next year.  

The gardens of course always look superb around this place. Thank you very much to David Boag and his staff, 
who do a great job.  

The switchboard and post office is manned extremely well, efficiently and in a very friendly manner by Cathy 
Harrison, Rosalie Arnold and Karyn Connor. And, once again, can I mention the retirement of Marilyn David, 
who formalised her retirement this year, and we certainly wish her well in her retirement and with her ongoing 
health issues.  

The gymnasium is known to some people, and we acknowledge Joe Lubout’s contribution in the gym.  

The Parliament, as we know, will be in recess until mid-February 2011, although the Leader of the House is 
probably going to tell us that there may be a slight variation to that next week. However, for all intents and 
purposes, this is what we are marking the end of tonight until mid-February next year. That gives members 
several months to catch up with the many other aspects of the job involved with being a parliamentarian. I know 
that out in the community all members will dispel the misconception that when Parliament is not sitting, we are 
doing nothing and we are on holidays. I know, and all of you know, that that is often the busiest part of our job 
as members of this Parliament. It is when we make contact with the communities that we represent that we 
spread out to all parts of the state and in that way keep in contact with all the issues, and the people, and bring 
those issues back to this Parliament. However, it also gives members time to relax and spend some time with 
family and friends. 

Although it is not even the end of November yet, and I feel that it is very early in the piece, I wish all members 
and staff a Merry Christmas and a happy, healthy and prosperous New Year. I thank all of you for your valuable 
contributions to the Legislative Council and to our system of representative democracy. 

Members: Hear, hear! 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the House) [7.51 pm]: Mr President, I very 
strongly support your comments and acknowledge the people whom you have so clearly and properly identified 
as making a significant contribution to the Parliament. I think it is a good move that we do not on this occasion 
all collectively go through the same list of people to thank, and I think your initiative this year in leading the 
comments about this time of the year is very sensible. However, I particularly want to thank a number of people 
for their support and for the significant contribution they make.  

I begin with you, Sir, and your deputies. Thank you very much. I also want to particularly thank my ministerial 
colleagues—my deputy, Simon O’Brien; and Peter, Robyn and Donna as ministers. We wish Donna a very 
successful delivery in due course and hope everything goes really well for her. Our parliamentary secretaries, 
Helen, Wendy and Michael, I thank very much. I thank very sincerely all the members of the “black hand gang” 
for the hard work they put in and for the support they provide. I thank our National Party colleagues whom we 
enjoy working with very much.  

To the Leader of the Opposition: I think we have a good working relationship and I do apologise for the last 
12 hours because of circumstances beyond the control of both of us. However, I think that overall we have been 
able to manage the house pretty well and at the end of the day all the legislation has been passed. I thank the 
Leader of the Opposition and her colleagues, and I also thank the Greens (WA) for their contribution as well.  

I particularly want to thank Nigel Lake for taking over the role as Acting Clerk. He has done a marvellous job 
and I thank him and all his staff and, in absentia, Malcolm Peacock. I hope we will see him back in this place 
soon. I also thank all the other staff the President has mentioned who work in the Parliament.  
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I want to make one final and special thank you to Julie Holmes, who is my personal assistant, in respect to the 
way Parliament operates. I have never known anybody like her. I have never seen her angry in her whole life. 
She just goes about doing her job very effectively indeed, and I want to thank her particularly.  

I conclude by saying that I regret that we will be coming back next week if the motion I will move is passed. 
That is an unfortunate state of affairs. It normally would be very pleasant to be finishing the year now, but that is 
not the case as there are some legislation issues that need to be sorted out. However, beyond next week I wish all 
members a very pleasant and happy break and indeed hope they take advantage of that to become reacquainted 
with their families because, as we all know, they are the ones who miss out most of all through the job we do.  

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the Opposition) [7.54 pm]: Mr President, can I add 
my name to the words that you have expressed and to the list of people who make this Parliament function and 
whom you have identified and have thanked on behalf of all of us. I also thank you, Mr President, for the way 
that you have continued to conduct yourself and conduct the house in a very inclusive manner. It is appreciated 
and I wish you a very happy Christmas as well. 

To my friends on the other side, I wondered what influence there might be if it were the case that three women 
were leading the respective political parties and dealing with Hon Norman Moore as the leader of the 
government. This week I heard him crack a joke and it was about himself! I think he has come a long way. 

Hon Norman Moore: I’m only halfway through my parliamentary life! 

Hon SUE ELLERY: So, I do want to thank the Leader of the House. The patience of both of us was tested 
today, but we will deal with that when we deal with it. I wish the Leader of the House all the best, as well as his 
ministerial colleagues and parliamentary secretaries. As someone who was a parliamentary secretary, I know 
they are underpaid and overworked, and I recognise the role that they play, particularly when they are dealing 
with difficult legislation. 

I also want to add my thanks particularly to Julie Holmes in the leader’s office. She is indeed, as the leader has 
said, always professional, always polite and always ready to offer assistance however she can. 

I want to obviously thank, in particular, my colleagues, members of the state Parliamentary Labor Party. 
Opposition is just hard work. There is nothing glamorous about it; there is no glory attached to it. It is just hard 
slog and we just have to do it. People can choose to do that with good grace and to find the highlights and the fun 
in it or they can choose the other path. For the most part, we have chosen the first path, and I thank my 
colleagues for their ongoing effort and support for me in my role in this place as well. In particular, I want to 
thank the faithfuls—that is, the party Whip and the Deputy Whip who have to maintain a presence in this place 
when others are out of the chamber on urgent parliamentary business. I thank my deputy, Hon Kate Doust, as 
well.  

As the President indicated, we started this year really sadly; we lost Hon Jock Ferguson in shocking and 
unexpected circumstances. This Christmas will be difficult for Tina as it is her first Christmas without him, and I 
know that we are thinking of her and wishing her well. Having said that, though, Hon Linda Savage joined the 
team in circumstances that she did not anticipate. She has taken to her new role with vigour and a great 
generosity of spirit, and I welcome her to the team and thank her for the contribution that she continues to make. 

I also thank our friends in the Greens (WA) for their ongoing support. 

I want to add my words in particular to the Clerk, Malcolm Peacock. I do indeed wish him a speedy return. He is 
dealing with a complication other than the accident that he might not have expected to deal with, and we wish 
him a speedy return. I add my thanks also to Nigel, who has stepped up to the plate, and to his team, who keep us 
going along in the chamber and remind us of what we are supposed to say when we have our senior or blonde 
moments, depending on how we choose to describe them. 

I also acknowledge Peter Pascoe, who is not well. He has always, in my nine years as a member of Parliament in 
this place, provided me with all sorts of assistance. A lot of it goes with him being very tall and me being very 
short! He is a lovely man and I hope that he gets well soon.  

Ken Craig left us earlier this year. The things that man knows about lots of members and former members of 
Parliament could get us all into a lot of trouble, but he carried out his job in a really lovely and professional way. 
Finally, I want to thank Donna Plummer in the office, whose unfailing calmness, cheery disposition, flexibility 
and hard work is what keeps us all on this side a well-oiled machine. I briefly also want to thank my electorate 
staff who have to carry a load. It is a difficult portfolio. Lots of people come to my office with challenging 
circumstances. I cannot always be there because of my leadership role, and my electorate staff do a fantastic job.  

I would like to be saying that I will see members in February, but I will see them next week. Nevertheless, I wish 
everyone a peaceful Christmas. Enjoy the time off. To members who are going away: enjoy that as well and we 
will see everyone in the New Year. 
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HON WENDY DUNCAN (Mining and Pastoral — Parliamentary Secretary) [8.00 pm]: Thank you Mr 
President. I stand on behalf of the Nationals to join the comments made by both the Leader of the House and the 
Leader of the Opposition. We certainly are very well served by the people who work around us here in the 
Legislative Council. You listed them very thoroughly, Mr President, and I want to add from me and the 
Nationals best wishes to them all for the festive season. In particular, I would like to pass on the best wishes of 
the Nationals to Malcolm Peacock, who is going to be dealing with health issues for a while yet. We certainly 
miss him from the chamber and look forward to his speedy recovery. We also congratulate Nigel and his team. 
He has filled the breach very well and efficiently and we greatly appreciate his advice and good counsel 
throughout the year.  

Like Hon Sue Ellery, I also send our best wishes to Peter Pascoe. He is certainly larger than life in many ways, 
not only because of his height, but also because of his cheerfulness and his willingness to come and deal with the 
slightest issue at the shortest notice. That has been certainly greatly appreciated. I suppose having had my little 
drama on the stairs only a week or so ago, it certainly has brought home how great the people are in the 
Legislative Council. They looked after me thoroughly and it is great knowing there are people trained in first aid 
who can lay their hands on a wheelchair and some crutches. It was quite an interesting experience and I certainly 
appreciate the support of the people concerned. I am sorry that one of the officers nearly fainted when she saw 
what had occurred, but all is well and I appreciate the attention those staff gave me.  

It has been a pleasure working with my colleagues in the Liberal Party and the ministers and parliamentary 
secretaries. I agree that we are overworked and underpaid, but I suppose we have our eyes on achieving bigger 
and better things one of these days! I say to my colleagues in the Nationals that it has been an absolute pleasure 
working with them. We have a great little team happening here. We have had some very interesting debates in 
our party room. It has been a very enjoyable time working with the Nationals team. I also thank Jacqui Boydell, 
our executive officer in the Nationals office, who is outstanding at managing to keep us all organised, at getting 
us to briefings and at organising pairs and so on. Unfortunately, Jacqui is leaving us. Today is her last day with 
the Nationals in the executive officer position. She will be sorely missed in the house not only by the Nationals, 
but also by everyone who I think got on with her incredibly well. She is an amazing person; she was in the house 
for only a week and seemed to know everyone by their first name—something I am still endeavouring to learn. 
Jacqui is moving to take on the role of state director of the Nationals, so we wish her all the best. Our other 
research officers, Alice Yap, who left us a couple of months ago, did an excellent job and we now welcome Jane 
Bevan, who will be the research officer to the Parliamentary National Party.  

I would like to pay particular tribute to the Hansard staff; they do an amazing job. Sometimes trying to decipher 
what is being said over the rabble is a real challenge. I congratulate them all and appreciate particularly the work 
they do in making some of our statements intelligible. We greatly appreciate that. Being a late-night worker, I 
also acknowledge security. They look after us well, particularly when we are wandering on our own through the 
car park. I acknowledge Andrew and his cups of tea. I do not know what he does to those cups of tea but they are 
superb. I was talking to Brendon Grylls about it the other day. They remind me of billy tea around the camp fire 
and they remind him of the big teapot on the stove at shearing time, so there is something very special about the 
afternoon teas we have.  

With that, I wish the best also for the festive season to our colleagues in the Labor Party. It has been great 
working with them during the year and I thank the Greens (WA) very much. I look forward to a restful 
Christmas for us all. I know it will be busy in the next week or so but, do enjoy time with family and friends; it is 
very important. Thank you. 

Hon Michael Mischin: Hear, hear!  

HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [8.05 pm]: I think it is beholden on us to say “ditto”. 
Because, indeed, everything has already been said. In the President’s overview at the beginning, he gave a very, 
very good critique of the people we need to thank in this place. More specifically, I thank the chamber staff, 
Hansard, the Clerks, the Usher of the Black Rod and other members of Parliament who are present, and wish 
them well for the festive season. I do hope that the new year will find my colleague Hon Giz Watson, and 
Malcolm Peacock and Peter Pascoe back here fully returned to good health.  

In closing, I thank Hon Alison Xamon, Hon Lynn MacLaren, Hon Giz Watson and Cameron Poustie, our 
research officer, for all the support we have had all through the year. Thank you.  
 


